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Connection by Bamboo Lanterns~Let's light up the town of Ajiro together~
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We organized a local event that took place last November in Ajiro, Atami, Shizuoka Prefecture. The
background of this event was to solve a local problem. One of the local issues is that the bamboo grove on
the grounds of Chokokuzi Temple in Ajiro has become an abandoned bamboo grove due to the aging of the
local population, increasing the risk of landslides. In addition, Ajiro is an area with a declining birthrate and
aging population, and the population is currently decreasing due to the number of people going on to higher
education and finding employment. In light of the above issues, the goal of the event was to raise awareness
of local issues and create an opportunity for people to think about the use of bamboo by turning harvested
bamboo into crafts and holding an event to enliven the community with bamboo lighting. As a result of the
event, more than 250 people attended, and participants felt that this event had the potential to revitalize
the Ajiro community and gave their opinions on the prospects for future events. We would like to firmly

pass on this valuable student-led opportunity to the younger generation.
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