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Challenges for Achieving the SDGs: Implications from Bottom-up Practice
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The year 2023 marks the turning point for the sustainable development goals (SDGs), which had set 2030
as the deadline for achieving the goals. However, the achievement of these goals is facing a major crisis in
a world where affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, armed conflict, and the climate crisis. In this keynote
address, [ would like to discuss the importance of bottom-up practices in achieving the SDGs in these times
of crisis. While we accept that the global situation in relation to the SDGs is challenging, we believe that
concrete practices in education and local communities are essential to make positive changes toward these
goals. Various efforts working toward the SDGs are underway; however, these activities have received some
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criticism, such as “SDG-washing,” “cherry-picking,” and “the SDGs are the opium of the masses.” In
response to these critiques alleging that the SDGs are not truly understood in themselves and are
insufficient as a guide for fundamental change, suggestions can be drawn from concrete practice. Therefore,
as part of the joint research project Challenges of Education for Sustainable Development, conducted at
Nihon University’s College of International Relations in FY2022, 1 will present a case study of a local

initiative held in Ishigaki Island, Okinawa.
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